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SECTION II.

DISTRIBUTION OF LAND AS IT IS CULTIVATED
OR AREAS HELD OR TAKEN FOR CULTIVATION

The village : A place of peasant-proprietors : "In
Western India peasant proprietors dominate the situa-
tion."1 The same is true of the village under survey.
Out of 431 landowners, 331 cultivate their land them-
selves. Thus taking the total number of landowners of
the village, about 77 per cent, are peasant proprietors.
There are, however, about 80 outsiders who either lease
their land to some inhabitants of the village, or allow
one of their relatives staying within the village, to enjoy
its usufruct in the case of plots that are very tiny. The
number of people who cultivate land merely as tenants is
52, and we therefore find that the total number of cultiva-
tors is 331 plus 52 equals to 383 as against 431 owners. It
must be noted that out of the 331 persons who cultivate
their own lands, some lease part of their lands to others,
and some lease others* lands for cultivation by them-
selves.2 The average size of the cultivated holding
comes to 8*2 acres while that of the holding owned, as
we have already seen, is 7-3 acres.

1 Agricultural  Progress in Western  India,  Keatinge.  p.  64.
% These details were kindly obtained for us by the village-accountant.